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Dear Sisters and Brothers in Christ,  
 

 

Let us come into his presence with thanksgiving; let us make a joyful noise to him with 

songs of praise!. – Psalm 95:2 

 

Years ago, Bob Vogelbaugh of Moline, Illinois, noticed that many of the customers at 

his grocery store made no special plans for Thanksgiving.  Some of them were single 

and had no family with which to celebrate the holidays.  Some were elderly and didn't 

want to travel far for the family gatherings.  Vogelbaugh invited a couple dozen of his 

customers to his store on Thanksgiving Day, where he prepared a feast for them. The 

community Thanksgiving gathering was such a hit that Vogelbaugh made it a yearly tra-

dition. Today they call him Mr. Thanksgiving. In 2020 he was still going strong mark-

ing his 50th year providing a free Thanksgiving banquet to more than 2,000 residents of 

Moline. 
 

Thanksgiving is a moment in the life of our country to celebrate the blessing given to us 

by our Heavenly Father. For many of us, it is time spent building our relationships with 

our family.  For people such as Bob Vogelbaugh, it is time spent to bring together peo-

ple who cannot be with family or in need of a good meal.  All of our gatherings have a 

singular connection – God.  God blesses us. Our Heavenly Father blesses us to gather in 

His name to share His love with others. Especially on this special day, the psalmist’s 

words invite us to make a joyful noise to God! 

 

Please pause in your special Thanksgiving Celebration and make a joyful noise to God! 

 

Happy Thanksgiving 

 

Soli Deo Gloria - to the Glory of God. 

Pastor Norm  

 

Contact Information for Pastor Norm 

             Cell Phone Number (361) 362-9108  Or  Email:  pastornorm2003@yahoo.com 
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Faith Lessons:  
Faith Lessons on the Promise Land Bible 

class will conclude with the class on 

Thursday, November 9th at 6:00PM.  

   Blood Drive 

 Make plans to participate in the  

 blood drive on Sunday, December 

10th.   

 Sign-up sheets will be  

 available soon. 

Thanksgiving Good Neighbor Sunday  
Please join us for a turkey meal on Sunday,  

November 12, 2023, after worship, beginning at 11:00AM.  
The meal is dine-in only with delivery available to shut-ins.  

Please complete a sign-up sheet by November 8th to reserve 
a plate for you, your family, friends and neighbors.    

Blessing of the Quilts 

On November 19th during the worship  

service, there will be a blessing of the 

quilts made by volunteers within the 

church.   
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November FIRST READING RESPONSIVE SECOND READING GOSPEL 

5 All Saint’s-
Day 

Revelation 7:9-
17 

Psalm 149 1 John 3:1-3 
Matthew  

5:1-12 

12 
Pentecost 
24, Proper 

27 
Amos 5:18-24 Psalm 70 

1 Thessalonians  
4:13-18 

Matthew  
25:1-13 

19 
Pentecost 
25, Proper 

28 

Zephaniah  
1:7-16 

Psalm 90:1-12 
1 Thessalonians  

5:1-11 
Matthew 
25:14-30 

23 Thanksgiv-
ing Day 

Deuteronomy 
8:1-10 

Psalm 67 Philippians 4:6-20 Luke 17:11-19 

16  
Christ the 

King 
Ezekiel 34:11-

16, 20-24 
Psalm 95:1-7a 

1 Corinthians 
15:20-28 

Matthew  
25:31-46 

Nov Acolyte Layreader Flowers Given By 

5 Charlie Schramme Kallie Krause 
Kevin Finke in honor of Camryns’ 

Baptism 

12 Jax Antkowiak Connie Rohde 
Marjorie Hohlt, Lynette & David 

and Jeff & Pam in memory of 
Wilber Hohlt’s Birthday 

19 Rhett Schroeder Charles Gaskamp 
Ruth Finke Family in memory of 

Kervin Finke 

23 Knowles Koehler Sandra Tillman  

26 Hunter Janner Sandy Ordner 
Larry & Linda Pieper in honor of 

their Wedding Anniversary 

 Readings for November 
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11/02/2003 Haylie Tosta 
11/02/2003 Ryan  Tosta 
11/03/1951 Karen Tiller 
11/03/1957 Karen Dreyer 
11/05/1939 Evelyn Strangmeyer  
11/05/1972 Gil Janner 
11/05/2000 Camryn Finke 
11/08/1959      Dale Reisner 
11/09/2008 Izabelle Sommerfield 
11/11/2007 Swayzee Huckert 
11/12/1939 Elvera Tisdel 
11/13/1988 Jayda Knebel 
11/14/2004 Kaden Seeker 
11/14/2021 Jones Kaminski 
11/15/1998 Colson Altman 
 

11/15/2015 Jake Church 
11/17/1946 Donald Lange 
11/20/2016 Hudson Griffin 
11/22/1965 Shanan Marburger 
11/24/1985 Adrienne Fairlie 
11/24/1985 Kacie Wellbrock 
11/24/1996 Dillon Randermann 
11/26/1995 Jess Boswell 
11/26/2000 Taylor Klatte 
11/27/1966 Keith Kroll 
11/27/1977 Chad Westerfeld 
11/29/2015 Kenley Hernandez 
11/30/1952 Donna De Leon 
11/30/2003 Reece Knebel 
11/30/2014 Robert Spinn 

 

 Baptismal Anniversaries 

A very Happy Birthday to  

those celebrating in November. 

REACHING YOUR CHURCH OFFICE 

  Linda Crabtree       prairiehillsecretary@gmail.com  Church Office Phone: 979-836-8666  

     Office hours: Monday-Wednesday 8:00am-4:00pm Website: www.stjohnprairiehill.org 

Church Council President Herbert Klatte, Jr. (936) 801-8663 

          Wedding Anniversaries  

11/08/2008 Cammie & Juan Guzman 
11/09/1982 Johnny & Sherry Randermann 
11/12/2011 Blake & Johanna Becker 
11/14/2020 Colton & Lauren Maass 
11/16/2019 Jordan & Cody Kaminski 
 
 
 
 

11/17/2007 Chris & Stephanie Koehler 

11/20/1993 Herbert, Jr. and Cathie Klatte 
11/23/1991 Robert & Annette Neuendorff 
11/28/1976 Larry & Linda Pieper 
11/30/1958 Emery & Helen Schulze 
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St. John Evangelical Lutheran Church 
Church Council Meeting Minutes for October 9, 2023 

 
The Church Council of St. John Evangelical Lutheran Church met for its monthly meeting on October 9, 
2023, at 6:00 pm.  Council President Herbert Klatte, Jr., called the meeting to order.  Pastor Norm Sulaica 
opened with scripture and prayer.  All current members were present except Sharon Neutzler and India 
Randermann. 
Motion to approve the September minutes as read.  MSC 
 
Unfinished Business 
Internet service:  work in progress. 
New desk top computer for the office:  Computer Helpers will be contacted. 
Sprinkler system:  Another yard company will be contacted to investigate, most likely to start from scratch. 
Pastor Norm to contact those that responded to the membership letters. 
Council positions filled and to be nominated since the last meeting: 
     President Elect:  Gerald Herrmann 
     Treasurer:  Regina Holtkamp 
     Evangelism:  Cindy Clay 
     Community Concerns:  Gayle Bednar 
     Financial Secretary:  Cassie Lynch 
     Sunday school assistant superintendent:  open 
 
New Business 
Motion to donate $100 to the Prairie Hill - Rocky Hill Volunteer Fire Department who will be hosting their 

Annual Halloween Carnival “Fright Night” on Tuesday, October 31, on the town square in Independence.  
MSC 

Motion to approve baptism of Presley Monroe Guzman, daughter of Juan and Cammie Guzman, on Sun-
day, October 29, 2023.  MSC 

 
For Information 
Family Fish Fest October 21, 2023 
Semi-annual Congregational meeting Sunday, October 22, 2023 
Oktoberfest October 22, 2023 
Good Neighbor Sunday, November 12, 2023 
Blood Drive December 10, 2023 
 
Committee Reports: 
Treasurer Report       Sharon Neutzler 
Report as submitted. 
 
Financial Secretary Report      Jeannie Kroll 
For the month of September, the total Weekly Giving Deposits were $9,320.00, special envelopes to  
Samaritan-Pastor’s Discretionary Fund $205.00, plus loose offering of $273.00 and Direct Deposits were 
$4047.63 for a total giving of $13,845.63.  (The sum of $23,150 monthly is needed to meet the 2023 
budget approved at the October semi-annual congregational meeting.) 
 
Community Concerns Report      India Randermann 
Food Pantry served 75 families (107 people) at two distributions in September. 
Funerals in September:  Evelyn Thielemann, 95 served. 
Next Blood Drive is set for December 10, 2023. 
 
Worship and Music Report       Virginia Altman 
Great turn out for the pictorial directory, 90 families.  We may have one retake date in November that will 
be published in the bulletin. 
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Parish Education Report        Stephanie Koehler 
No Sunday school October 29 since we will hold our Trunk or Treat that afternoon from 5 to 7 in the park-

ing lot between the annex and the activity center. 
Cindy Clay purchased the new curriculum that we have already started using.  Cost was $1020 for two 

programs, for two age groups. 
Fall Weekend Camp Retreat for 3rd to 5th grade will be November 3-5, 2023.  $128/youth, full cost will be 

paid out of the Pastor’s discretionary fund. 
 
Youth Report        Kenneth Seeker 
Pastor reported on the pizza/bowling outing attended by 7 youth and 1 adult. 
 
Evangelism Report       Josh Clay 
Caterer lined up for Good Neighbor Sunday, November 12, 2023.  We will pass a clipboard during Sunday 
services for sign up.  Eat in only, with delivery to shut ins. 
 
Property Report        Colton Maass 
Bluebonnet Electric removed the branches of the dead pine tree.  Tree trunk will be our responsibility.  Will 

get bids for this removal. 
Sagging church window to be repaired soon. 
Will get bids for sprinklers. 
Pastor to fix garage lights. 
 
Pastor’s Report        Pr. Norm Sulaica 
Visitations:  Nursing home/shut ins visits 15, other visits 28 
New members will be accepted on Sunday, October 22, 2023:  Glen Schulz; Leonard (Poncho) and Julie 

Renfro Dismukes; David and Debbie Koch. 
God Squad - for 3rd to 6th graders, met last Tuesday with 7 youth. 
Pastor’s Weight-A-Thon fundraiser; start 298 pounds, down 20. 
Bod 4 God class was September 25 at 6 pm.  Going well. 
Confirmation 2023-2024 will now have 8 youth with the addition of Elaina Morgan. 
Pastor’s Retreat October 10-12 in Belton. 
Propose a future road trip to Noah’s Ark, with stops in Branson, Missouri. 
St. Matthew:  Mr. Bill Morris will be called and ordained soon. 
Personal:  Christmas time off will be Tuesday, December 26 to Sunday, December 31, 2023. 
 
Motion to approve all reports as presented.  MSC 
 
Motion to adjourn.  MSC.  The meeting closed with the Lord’s Prayer. 
 
Respectfully Submitted, 
 
Rita Gaskamp 
Council Secretary 

Remember to set your clocks back 

one hour when you go to sleep,  

Saturday, November 4th. 
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SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY 

       November 
 

    
1 
5:00PM Confirmation 
Class 
6:30PM Choir Practice 

 2     
Office Closed 
10:00AM Naomi  
Circle 
6:00PM Faith Lessons  
Bible Study 

          

 3   
Office Closed 
        

4 

 5   All Saints Day 
 
8:30AM Sunday School 
9:15AM Worship Service  
2:00PM  Youth Luther 
League                                         
4:00 Young Women’s  
Circle 

6 
10:00AM Bible Study 
6:00PM Executive Meet-
ing 
6:00PM Bod4God 

7 
9:00AM Music Planning 
Team 
6:30PM Rachel Circle 

8 
4:30PM Confirmation 
Class 
6:30PM Choir Practice 

 9 
Office Closed 
2:00PM Ladies Aid 
6:00PM Faith Lessons  
Bible Study 
 
 
                                    

10 
Office Closed 
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12 Pentecost 24 
 
8:30AM Sunday School 
Christmas Program  
Practice Begins 
9:15AM Worship Service   
Good Neighbor Meal after 
Worship Service                                        

13 
10:00AM Bible Study 
6:00PM Council Meeting 
7:00PM Jump Start 
 

14 
6:30AM Food Pantry 
9:00AM Music Planning 
Team 
 

15 
2:00PM Game Day 
4:30PM Confirmation 
Class 
6:30PM Choir Practice 

16  
Office Closed 
6:00PM Faith Lessons  
Bible Study 
 

 

17  
Office Closed 

 

18 
8:00AM Men’s Ministry 
Breakfast 
 
 
 

19 Pentecost 25 
 
8:30AM Sunday School 
Christmas Program  
Practice  
9:15AM Worship Service 
Blessing of the Quilts 
     
                 

20 
10:00AM Bible Study 
6:00PM  Bod4God 
Picture Retake 
 
*****NEWSLETTER  
DEADLINE******** 

21 
9:00AM Quilting 
9:00AM Music Planning 
Team 
 
   

22 
6:00PM Pies & Prayers 
6:30PM Worship  
Service 
 

 

23  
Office Closed 
Thanksgiving Day 

24  
Office Closed 
 

25 
10:00AM Christmas 
Tree 
Decorating 

26 Christ the King 
 
8:30AM Sunday School  
Christmas Program  
Practice  
9:15AM Worship Service 
 

27 
10:00AM Bible Study 
 6:00PM  Bod4God 

28 
6:30AM Food Pantry 
9:00AM Quilting 
9:00AM Music Planning 
Team 
 
    

29 
4:30PM Confirmation 
Class 
6:30PM Choir Practice 

30  
Office Closed 
 

 Noveber  
Special Envelope 
NALC Seminary 
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The following are sharing their time  
and talents for the month of November. 

ALTAR PREPARATION  Sherry Randermann, Diana Williams 
FAMILY AID  Connie Rohde, Susi Bentke, Betty Feldmann, Dorothy Haevischer, Dorothy Meyer, 

Myrtle Randermann 
MEMORIAL COMMITTEE  Carolyn Kessel, Sandy Ordner 

SANCTUARY PREP  Janice Fairlie, Sharon Neutzler 
CHURCH TELLERS  Charles & Deanna Giese 
SCREEN CREW  Janice Fairlie, Kallie Krause 

          USHERS  James Schawe, Josh Clay 
            LADIES AID  Dorothy Meyer, Audrey Steinbach  

 NAOMI CIRCLE  Ruth Finke, Bevan Lazrine 
QUILTERS  Deanna Giese 

EUCHARIST TEAM  Linda Schulze, Carolyn Kessel, Karen Rosenbaum, Cookie Engeling, Diana  
Williams, Connie Rohde 

COMMUNION BREAD  Deanna Giese 

     
 

 

 

“The meaning of life is to find your gift.  The purpose of life is to give it away.” 

William Shakespeare 

Luther League Youth will   

meet on Sunday, November 

5th at 2:00PM to play gaga 

ball.   

Refreshments will be served. 

Quilters meet November 21st and 28th.  

Deanna Giese will serve as hostess. 
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 Christmas Tree Set-Up 
Decorating of the church Christmas 

Tree will be on Friday, November 25th 

at 10:00AM.  Sunday school children and 

any other member wanting to  

volunteer are welcome to assist. 

2023 St John Council Members 
President ………………...Herbert Klatte, Jr.      Evangelism…………… Josh Clay 

Vice-President …………  Kenneth Seeker           Financial Secretary…….Jeannie Kroll 

Treasurer…………………Sharon Neutzler         Parish Ed……………...Stephanie Koehler 

Secretary…………………Rita Gaskamp             Property……………….Colton Maass 

Community Concerns……India Randermann      Worship & Music……..Virginia Altman 

God Squad November Gathering 
God Squad is a monthly program for 3rd through 6th graders that center around 

“Faith, Food, and Fun.”   

The God Squad November gathering is set for Saturday, November 11th.  We 

will gather at Blessington Farms in Simonton, at 10:00am at the entryway.  The 

address is 510 Chisolm Trail, Simon, TX  77476.  If you are interesting in car-

pooling, you will need to be at the church by 8:15am.   

Entry ticket costs will be covered for the youth. A Fishing lake, pumpkin patch, 

and other events are available for participation.  Food, drinks and other costs the 

individual incurs will need to be covered by each individual. If you have ques-

tions, contact Pastor Norm. Also, please let him know if your blessing will be at-

tending. God Squad will not meet on November 7th. 

                  Food Pantry Upcoming Dates 
November 14th and 28th from 6:30-8:00AM. 

Photo Directory Make-Up Day 
Make-up day is November 20th.  Schedule a time on the website 

at www.ucdir.com 
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Game Day 
Each 2nd Wednesday of the month, there will be 

a Game Day at the church from 2:00pm - 5:00pm.  

The next Game Day is scheduled for November 

8th.  Join us for fun, games and fellowship.  All 

ages are welcome. 

 Men’s Ministry 
  Please join us at 8:00AM on Saturday  

November 18th for breakfast, devotion, 

and fellowship.  

         Jump Start 
Meeting on November 

13th at 7:00PM. 

Naomi Circle  

  The Naomi Circle will 

meet at 10:00AM on  

November 2nd. 

Ladies Aid 
Meeting on November 9th at 

2:00PM. 

Bible Study Series 
 A weekly Bible study is being held each Monday  at 10:00AM.   
 Please join in this learning opportunity and for the fellowship. 
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Bod4God  

The weight loss journey continues for those participating in Bod4God..  

Meetings are held each Monday at 6:00PM.  Participation directly  

supports those youth attending summer camp..   

Sign-up sheets to support Bod4God will be in the Narthex and will  

remain there throughout this event.  You can make a financial commit-

ment for 50 Cents for ever pound Pastor Norm loses.  You may be 

bold and commit to $5, $10, or even $20 a pound. Pastor Norm loses, 

or make a one time monetary donation.  Pastor Norm and Laura invite 

you to join them on this journey of faith and weight loss ministry.   

Christmas Program practice begins No-
vember 12th during Sunday school. All 

children are invited to participate.  

Pies and Prayers November 22nd 

at 6:00PM, followed by 6:30PM 

worship service.  

Christmas Cookie Exchange 
Add to your Christmas celebrating by com-

ing to our Ladies’ Christmas Cookie Exchange on 
December 10th  beginning at 3:00pm in the Parish 
Hall.  Bring a batch (2 dozen or so) made from 
your favorite cookie recipe for sampling, and a 
batch (3 dozen or so) for the cookie exchange so that each person 
may take home 3 dozen cookies.  Bags will be available for you to use 
for the cookies that you select to take home.  Come, taste, and enjoy! 
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Have that singing voice no one knows about?  Con-

sider sharing your voice with others.   Choir practice 

is held each Wednesday at 6:30PM.  The choir is  

always looking for members of the congregation to 

join. We sing on the last Sunday of each month.  

Come share your talent. with us! 

                

The Young Women’s Circle will meet on  

Sunday, November 5th at 4:00pm. 

  Rachel Circle 

Rachel Circle will meet Tuesday,  

November 7th at 6:30PM. 
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